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A Serious Expoſtulation with the Diſſen- 


ters, concerning the Repeal of the Sa- 


' Friends, Fellow-Subjefts, and Fellew-Chriflians F- 


** 


PIE 


— 81 I am of the number of thoſe who are diſtinguiſh'd under 
dhe Denomination of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, let me intreat 
vou to believe this of me that I have the fame hearty 
$1 Concern for the Preſervation of your Rights, both as Engliſhmen - 
and Chriftrans, as any one can poſſibly have who is of the Com- 
., munion f the Church off England. | : 

It is undeniable, that you have for many Years patiently ſubmitted to the ſame 
Marks of Ignominy and Reproach, which no wiſe Government ought to lay upon 
any part of her Subjects, but ſuch as are her detlared Enemies. And as you had 
the Rrongeſt Reaſons to expect Relief before this time, ſo you may reaſonably be 
allow'd: to complain, and to aſk, — When is the Day of our Deliverance to come? 
When: is the Badge of Slavery to be taken away? 


to 
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Now when I have pleaded this in your behalf, I can by no means juſtify 
the furious and iltimed Zeal of too many among you at this time, who are for ad- 
aurning all Attempts to redreſs this Grievance, which ſo many (as they are al- 
Iowed vraſonabiy to complain of) are now vigorous to have remoy'd. If you have 
5 neglected | one Opportunity' of applying to the Legiſlature to take off the Sacra- 
mental Te, you have none to blame bur yourſelves ; and therefore ſhould be 
excited to a peculiar Caution, left you let ſlip another Seaſon, and be charged 
with a double Overſight. The proper Seaſon,” it ſeems, was, at the Beginning of 
his preſent \Majeſty's Reign, and at the Opening of his firſt Parliument (i.e. before 
foreign Affairs were fully ſettled; before his Majeſty's excellent Counſels had met 
with that Succefs they have ſince, and before we thoroughly knew our Repreſenta- 
tives:themſelves; But Iwill never believe that this was ſo very proper an Opportu- 
_ nity;(eſpecially avhen it has been intimated to the contrary ;) and therefore cannot 


help  thingingy but that upon rejecting your Petition the firſt Seſſions, if you had 
renewed it. every Seſſions after wards of his Parliament, your Spirit of Reſolution _ 


ould 
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would have been more likely, tho with equal Injuſtice, to have been tax'd with 


INPOSIN G your Petition, than it can be no, when: you only offer it at almoſt 


the a/ Seffions of all; and think it high time that you indulge a reaſonable 


Complaint of not injoying the ſame Liberties and Privileges with your Fellow- 
Subjects, when you have done nothing to forfeit them. 


I intreat you therefore calmly to conſider the Conduct of thoſe Demurrers, and 
what oughr to be your Conduct in this Juncture. You deſign to come and apply 


to Parliament by way of Petition, almoſt at the very End of it; nay, perhaps the 


laſt Seſſions. And ſhall this be term*d Impojing upon the Legiſlature? Where 
is the Underſtanding, or the common Honeſty of that Man, who ſhall call the 
preſenting a humble Petition in Parliament for obtaining the Liberty of Conſcience, 
an Impoſition? Is not this the Yay pointed out by the Legiſlature itſelf in all 


* Caſes, and eſteemed the only proper and decent Way of arriving at our De- 
fires? Surely when you are treated in this Manner, as Imnpoſers, it is high 
time not to ſuffer ſuch Talk to inpgſe upon you any longer. But to pro- 
Ceed. 


You judge this preſent, the not proper Time for attempting the 
Repeal of theſe Acts, becauſe a new Election is coming on; and thoſe Gen- 
tlemen who expect, or mult rely upon, your 1ntere/?, will appear in behalf of 
your Petition. And you may argue farther, that this is a likely Time to ger 
at laſt the Favour of the Adminiſtration; when you are, if ever, of any Uſe 
and Service to it. And give me leave to ſay, theſe are ſome of the frongeft 
Reaſons for your applying to Parliament at this Time. Nothing can be more 
evident, than that you g, this (not impoſe it) at a Time when Numbers of 
Gentlemen, who are heartily inclined to relieve you, and whoſe Principles and In- 
tereſts are concern'd, cannot refuſe you (when the Petition is brought into the 


Houſe, however filent they may be at preſent) without offering Violence to their 


Judgments, and hazarding their future Elections. And as for thoſe who are no 
Friends to the thing z7/elf, nor have any Dependance on, or Hope from you, you 
can never have any proper and well-grounded Hope from them at any other Nor, 
any more than now. -—-— Judge then now for yourſelves. What can an Ad- 


miniſtration do more for you hereafter, than now? When can your beſt Friends. 


j , - ; ; . 
more ſeaſonably appear for you? Or what Favour are you ever like to expect 


from your Enemies? 


Vou have too much Reaſon to fear, that little Regard will be had to 
your Petition at the Beginning of a Parliament. Seven Years is a long Term 


for Men to be in poſſeſſion of, and ee will give themſelves trouble to conſider, 
what is neceſſary for them to do to ſecure their Elections, to many Years before the 
Time of Election comes again. | | | 


As this appears to be moſt highly probable, according to the trueſt Convic- 
tion, Experzence, it makes very much againſt what is advanced, as to the Unrea- _ 


{onablenejs of the preſent Time. For what Reaſons have you to believe that your 


Petition, if you defer it to the beginning of the next Parliament, will not be 
treated after the fame Manner? Have you an abſolute Promiſe ? or any certain 
Time fixt? If not, tis ten to one but your Hopes are founded in the Sand. 
Does the World want to be convinced of the Hard/hips you lie under? 
Have not the moſt zealous Churchmen long given it up as a Point not to be de- 
tended, The Impoſition of the receiving the Sacrament as a Qualification for an Of- 


ce, to the great Reproach, Shame and Diſboncur of our Holy Religion. And, 
after all theſe Acknowledgements, made ſo long ago, you have the great Reproach, 


the Shame, the Diſhonour of our Holy Religion {till retained as ſtrongly as ever, 

nay, affirm'd by a critical Adjuſter to be deſign d for the Security and Support of 

the eftablithed Conſtitutions in Church and State; and that therefore no Time > 
2 SO : 


e „„ 5 ] . 
| A is proper for removing this Grievance. Will not then your 5ubmſſion to bear 
| this Burden (which your Shoulders have been ſo long weary of) not for a little. 
| | time only longer, but till che Time when all Eſtabliſhments ſhall be at an end, 
V“ will not ſuch a Submiſſion be a laſting Obligation on you to continue ſtill in 
Bondage? and a laſting Argument for the Laugh and Banter of all who have ſo 
very eaſily perſuaded you to it? Let your Petition be preſented, therefore, at 
this Time; let it be renewed, if there be Occaſion, upon another Seſſions of bit 
Parliament. Then let it be renewed, if there be Oecaſion, upon a new one, 
from Seſſion to Seſſion, even to the End of that; and, in this Method, I am 
firmly perſuaded, your Reſolution will be attended with Swcce/s. 5 | 


I am fatisfied you are too well acquainted with the Conduct of the Generaliry 
of the Diſſenters, in the Reign of the late King James, to blame them for their 
Behaviour, I am perſuaded you are aſtoniſhed and aſhamed at the Madneſs of 
3 tcdzhoſe Writers, who repreſent the main Body, nay, all the Diſſenters in the 
gross, as returning Thanks to King James, for the Declaration for Liberty of 
. Conſcience; when the beſt Hiſtorians affirm” the contrary upon their own cer- 
tain Knowledge. Thus Biſhop declares, The wiſer Men among the Difſen- 
n ters ſaw thro all this, (viz. the Deſign of the King's Declaration) and perceived 
* the Defign of the Papiſts was now to ſet. the Diſſenters againſt the Church, Tho. 
they returned to their Conventicles, yet they had a juſt Fealouſy of the ill Degus 
that lay hid under all this ſudden Grace and Kindneſs, And tho there were Ad- 
{ dreſſes; yet, his Lordſhip tells us, they were penn d by Perſons whom the Court 
bad gained: They concurred in them; and the Perſons that brought them up were 
.very mean, and inconſiderable.— From hence then it appears, that they were ſo far 
from being determined to have Liberty .of Conſcience at all Adventures, that the 
greater Part of them were ſuſpicious of the dangerous Conſequences which 
might attend it at that Time; ſo that this Inſtance is nothing at all to the 
' Purpoſe, the Fact being evidently miſrepreſented, and therefore can never be 
urged as an Argument againſt your preſent Petition. You are defirous of hav- _ 
ing your civil and religious Rights fully reſtor'd to you, the Want of which 
you are allowed reaſonably to complain of; but you are not asking them from 
a Popiſh Prince; but from one of the glorious Houſe of Hanover, the real Pa- 
tron and Friend to the Proteſtant Cauſe; and at a Time when you have no 
| Reaſon to fear any Advantage that may from thence ariſe to Popiſh Zealots ; and 
you muſt be ſenſible that if our Friends do this for you at this critical Time, 
and fo ſhew themſelves to be Friends, you will be for ever obliged to them; 
and to ſerve them to the utmoſt of your Power, with a warm and lively Gra- 
titude; and by that means, they may, from all the Ties of Kindneſs and Honour, 
expect that you will with a proportionable Zeal, as far as you can, endeavour 
to turn the next Election to their favour, and again thoſe who are of Tory 
and bigoted Principles; and ſo may endeavour to ſtifle your Reſolution now, be- 
cauſe they never will find in their hearts a proper Seaſon to applaud and che- 
riſh it, and who would, if it was in their Power, lay much heavier Burdens upon 
you. So that if your Friends ſerve you at this Time, which is a Seaſon to ſhew 
the Sincerity of their Friendſhip, inſtead of ruining they firengthen themſelves ; and 
your Succeſs will be true and /afting, and ingage you to the moſt becoming Re- 
turns of Love and Thankfulneſs to them, and eſpecially to his Moſt Excellent 
Majeſty, who is their and yaur common Father. - 8 5 os 


This then appears to. be the Truth of the Caſe at this Time. And what 
| ſeber Diſſenter would not be deſirous of having his Liberty or his Right reſtoi'd 
do him on ſuch honourable and ſafe Terms? £ | 


| Conſider, Gentlemen, if ever there was a time to make a Stand againſt the ad 
united Efforts of Papiſts, and Facobites, now is the Time. And ſhould you liver = 
0 8 8 | o 


do ſee that Day, which ſome have been long labouring to bring about, when the 
WE: Power of any Church ſhall be made ſuperior to the Crown, and your Places of 
ER Worſhip ſhut up again, I need not tell you what wilt be the Conſequence to 
rr | 5 1 | 
Who they are that in private lead, or rather drive, any of you to be the un- 
happy Inſtruments of quaſhing your Petition at this time I cannot determine. 
Bur I fear if you look into their Characters, you will find ſome of them to be 
Men of notorious Bigotry, or meanly /elf-rntereted ; and judge this a proper time 
to cheriſh and gratify their own {ow Ambition. | 2 N 
However, if it is notorious, that the Spirit of Popery, or at leaſt Facobitiſm and 
[High Church Power, was not more induſtriouſſy imployed formerly to delude the 
Diſenters than it is now to huſh them, in order to render them for ever after z/e- 
Teſs and contemptible, let me then prevail with you nt to drop your Reſolutions to 
Petition to Parliament without being well aſſur'd of theſe two things That 
none of thoſe who have always appear'd your Friends, and who are brought into 
the Houſe by your means will appear for you, if you Ser it, not impoſè it, this 
Time. And that if you defer it till the next Seſſions without an Attempt, you 
have the abſolute Promiſe of ſucceeding then. | 
For my own part, I declare to you I have no other Vie in laying theſe Con- 
ſiderations before you, than to ſhew you how 7u/tly a certain Writer's Performance 
may be turned againſt himſelf ; and my fincere Deſire, as I am really a Proteſtant 
r g to ſee you reſtor d to your ut Rights, my Concern to ſee the Enemies 
and falſe Friends of the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment friumphing and gaining 
round upon this timed Coldneſs of ſome among you, and my Zeal for the Pre- 
ervation of his Majeſty King GzoRGE, and his Royal Family, in whoſe Defence 
I would readily expoſe my Life and Fortune, 5 0 
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